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NATIONAL GOVERNING BODIES

 IOC Code of Ethics: 

 Article 1.5 – IOC seeks to ensure participants’ conditions of safety, 

well-being and medical care 

 PASO Code of Ethics (2016):

 Article A7 - All those in a position of control, oversight, or organization, in 

whole or in part, of the Pan American Games and Para Pan American Games, and 

any other Games or Sports Festival awarded by PASO, shall guarantee the athletes 

accredited at these Games or Sports Festivals conditions of safety, including an 

environment both on and off the field of play, and medical care, conducive to their 

physical and psychological well-being.



NATIONAL GOVERNING BODIES

 NGBs owe a duty of care in civil law (negligence/occupiers’ liability) to ensure the safety of those connected 

with sporting event i.e. players, match officials and spectators.

 This is a duty to:

 adopt adequate rules and monitor the enforcement of these rules

 adopt such layout and organization of sporting facilities and events so as not to cause foreseeable injury.

 Undergirding principles:

 assumption of responsibility; and

 reliance.

 Appropriate safety equipment and personnel must be provided at sporting events: 

 Watson v British Boxing Board of Control Ltd [2001] QB 1134

 BBBC Rules made provision for medical inspection of boxers, resuscitation equipment and procedures and for the 

atendance of two doctors at a fight

 BBBC liable when serious injury sustained by boxer because it had assumed responsibility for the safety of 

players and C relied on this to his detriment



NATIONAL GOVERNING BODIES

 If sporting event has a particular element of risk to it, NGB must take reasonable and appropriate steps to avert risk to 

participants:

 Adopting adequate guidelines and enforcing them

 Installing safety devices, including visible notices

 Erecting barriers 

 Installing functional public address system

 Hiring sufficient number of skilled supervisors to ensure safety, including security personnel   

 Ensuring that the stadium is not filled beyond capacity 

 Wattleworth v Goodwood Road Racing Co Ltd [2004] EWHC 140 (QB)

 tyre-fronted earth bank on the inside of the track was a reasonable step taken by NGB, thereby avoiding liability for death of driver

 Strickland v Barbados Rally Club BB 2012 HC 17

 Failure to erect barriers on sidelines, resulting in death of spectator when hit by car, “a grave omission on the part of the Club”

 there was no public address system 

 Very few officials were on site to supervise the day’s events 

 Words of notice clear …

 but not enough done to bring notice to the attention of spectators



NATIONAL GOVERNING BODIES

 NGB must ensure that the field of play is safe enough before play can commence:

 Hall v Holker Estate Co Ltd [2008] EWCA Civ 1422

 daily system of inspection would have identified that no pegs were in place to anchor the goalposts.

 Beverly Stewart v Yadar Kindergarten Preparatory School 2007HCV 02341

 hole on the running track into which participant fell, causing injury (no liability because adequate 

inspection was carried out) 

 Sutton v Syston Rugby Football Club Ltd [2011] EWCA Civ 1182

 knee gashed by a plastic object which had broken off part of a cricket boundary marker a few days 

earlier (no liability because adequate inspection was carried out) 

 Warnings may absolve liable, but this is not automatic:

 Warning must be enough to enable the person to be reasonably safe

 person must be made fully aware of risk but goes ahead, despite clear warning, to engage in restricted activity



NATIONAL GOVERNING BODIES

 Generally, no liability for injury to spectators

 Spectators have assumed both the physical and legal risks involved in attending the sporting event.

 NGB only needs to take reasonable steps to ensure the safety of spectators as against reasonably foreseeable 

dangers 

 It is not under a duty to guard against every possible danger.

 Rees v Cleveland Indians Baseball Co 8th Dist. No 84183, 2004- Ohio. 6112 

 No liability where spectator struck in face by broken baseball bat; risk impliedly consented to by spectator 

 Bolton v Stone [1951] AC 850

 Key factors in determining liability: 

 The likelihood of harm;

 What precautions were practical to take in terms of cost and effort;

 Whether NGB provides a socially-useful service.



NATIONAL GOVERNING BODIES

 Transposing Articles 8 and 16 of UEFA’s Disciplinary Regulations? 

 national associations and clubs are strictly liable for the misbehaviour of their supporters

 A failure on the part of a national football association to control the misbehaviour of its supporters can result in:

 suspension

 forfeiture of points

 fines.

 Football Association of Albania (FAA) v UEFA & Football Association of Serbia (FAS) CAS 2015/A/3874, 

award of 10 July 2015

 Fine of 100,000 euros because supporters:

 flew a drone with racist remarks over the stadium

 Made racist chants

 Threw bottles, chairs and other implements onto the field 

 Ran onto the field 



INTERNATIONAL FEDERATIONS

 Courts have indicated that International Federations do not owe a duty of care in negligence

 Rational appraoch? 

 Wattleworth v Goodwood Road Racing Co Ltd [2004] EWHC 140 (QB)

 It would be unreasonable to subject International Federations to a duty of care in negligence because: 

 International Federations have essentially entrusted safety matters to NGBs

 International Federations have to concern themselves with many scores of countries 

 Agar v Hyde [2000] HCA 41

 the distance in time, place, and contemplation between participants and International Federations prevents 

liability from arising.

 International Federations lack control over sporting activities on the ground 

 Although International Federations make laws/rules/regulations which may affect safety, NGBs are tasked 

with implementing/enforcing these rules

 If International Federations could be liable, there might potentially be an indeterminate number of claims
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