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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
This 2020 edition of Olympic Lines comes after an almost two-year
hiatus, and I am indeed pleased at its resumption. This newsletter,
which will now be published half yearly instead of quarterly, is an
additional medium of communication for us to reach our many
stakeholders. An online newsletter bridges the gap between
traditional media, over which we have little control, and social media,
which by definition needs to be brief and graphic. Now under new
editorial management, Olympic Lines represents our commitment
to sharing exciting developments within the Olympic Movement and
Commonwealth Sport Movement within Barbados.
One cannot start a meaningful conversation about 2020 without
SANDRA OSBORNE, SCM, Q.C
acknowledging how fundamentally our lives have changed in every
PRESIDENT
respect. COVID-19 has changed the world we live in and has changed
the world of Sport. The lockdown brought into sharp focus how
important physical exercise is to our wellbeing. The effects of this virus are not to be seen as a short-lived
inconvenience which will go away in a few months. Rather, we must embrace the reality that to ensure the
physical and mental welfare and safeguarding of our athletes and their support personnel, we must provide
safe training and competition environments as these can have life threatening consequences previously
unimagined if not properly and carefully managed. The virus has also forced us to rely on technology for almost
everything we do. Those of us who embrace this increased reliance on digital communication will thrive and
those of us who “long for the good old days” may find ourselves obsolete and disconnected.
Without a doubt, the postponement of Tokyo 2020 and the cancellation of the qualifying events have been
the highlight of 2020. It is our hope that our Athletes will adjust to the new norm of training and competing
and that, on the administrative side, we will continue to conduct the business of Sport effectively in a virtual
environment.
I am pleased that we have been able to continue to support our national federations and athletes and to host
some of our activities, notwithstanding the public health emergency measures we have had to implement.
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25 Years Strong: Barbados Olympic Association & IGT
celebrating growth, partnership and collaboration
This year marked the 25th anniversary of the
Barbados Olympic Association Inc. (BOA)
and IGT, the managers and operators of The
Barbados Lottery, partnership to promote and
facilitate sporting activities in this country.
Ours is a relationship that stretches back
to 1995 and the days of Olympio On-Line
Lotteries and top Lottery games ‘Power Play’
and ‘Double Draw’.
The logo for 25th Anniversary of Partnership between the

Fast forward quarter a century, Olympio OnBOA and IGT.
Line Lotteries is no more, and in its place is
The Barbados Lottery, established in 2005 to support youth, sport and culture. Persons still enjoy a host of
lottery Draw’ games including the long-standing ‘Double Draw’ as well as Mega 6’, ‘Super Lotto’, ‘Pick 3 & Pick
4’, ‘Express Cash’, ‘Keno’ and dozens of Scratch and Win games.
Proceeds raised through the sale of the various games are central to the BOA’s ability to fulfil our mandate as a
national sporting organisation including encouraging the development of high performance sport and sport
for all in Barbados.

NOA Unveils Medals Podium at NAPSAC 2020
In March the National Olympic Academy (NOA) of The
Barbados Olympic Association Inc. unveiled a special
medals podium at NAPSAC 2020. Director of the

National Olympic Academy, Vaneisha Cadogan made
the presentation to the Chairman of the National
Sports Council, Mac Fingall.

NOA Director, Vaneisha Cadogan and NSC Chairman,

NOA Director Vaneisha Cadogan giving a speech

Mac Fingall next to the medals podium.

during the NAPSAC opening ceremony.
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Women in Sport Commission Launches 2020 Activities
This March, in commemoration of International
Women’s Day 2020 and its theme Each For
Equal, the BOA’s Women in Sport Commission
in association with the National Federations,
officially launched a year-long calendar of
activities to celebrate the strong brilliant
women involved in sports.
A reception was held at the Barbados Olympic
Centre and the highlight of the night’s
proceedings, included the presentation of
a special acknowledgement award to Mrs.
Esther Maynard, BSS for her outstanding vision,
dedication and commitment as a pioneer for
women in sport.
Also during the event, Chairperson of the
Women in Sport Commission, Ytannia Wiggins
spoke of the 2020 campaign and outlined the
initiatives and activities the Commission had in
store for the year, starting with the first event
to showcase the skills of the female members
of the Barbados Equestrian Association. The
event was staged on Sunday March 15 at the
White Hall Equestrian Center, White Hall, St.
Peter, where patrons saw first-hand the finest
FEI jumping, horse care/grooming methods
and had the opportunity to get in the saddle
and go for a riding experience.

The 2020 International Women’s Day pose.

The First IWD event at the White
Hall Equestrian Center.
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Raising a White Card
for International Day of
Sport for Development
and Peace
In August 2013, the United Nations General
Assembly declared April 6 each year to be the
International Day of Sport for Development and
Peace. On this day international, regional and
national sport and development organisations
celebrate the importance of sports to the
development of our societies. The BOA is an
avid supporter of this day and joined with
organisations around the world to raise the
#WhiteCard for peace, global solidarity and
unity to celebrate the International Day of Sport
for Development & Peace. #IDSDP2020
BOA staff members raise the white Card in support of Peace.

With unwavering commitment and support, our joint collaborative efforts have propelled innovative successes
and growth in sports development over the past 25 years. This is no mean feat and we look forward to many
more years of service together in the advancement of sports in Barbados.

Elite Athletes Host Virtual Workouts During Covid-19 Curfew
The COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in the cancellations of many sporting events this year, the biggest being
the Tokyo Olympics. Likewise, it impacted athletes’ ability to exercise and train, especially during the lockdown
period.
The BOA, during the period, kept in close contact with the National Federations and their athletes on sporting
developments. Starting in April, we shared how the athletes have been coping throughout these trying times.
Among the athletes sharing their workouts Chelsea Tuach, Asa Weithers, Sonia Gaskin, Chelsea Roett, Mario
Burke, Josh Burke, Matthew Wright and Greggmar Swift.
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BOA COVID-19 Response and Athlete Developments

BOA Secretary-General, Erskine Simmons, BSM, BOA President, Sandra Osborne, SCM, Q.C. and BOA
Assistant Secretary-General, Cameron Burke during the video conference.

On Monday, April 27 President of the BOA Sandra

which means they will continue to receive a monthly

Osborne,

Erskine

stipend until the Games. The BOA will also benefit

Simmons, BSM and Assistant Secretary-General,

from an increase in NOC Games Operational Subsidy,

Cameron Burke held a virtual media conference to

as well as additional funding relating to exceptional

outline the BOA’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic

Games and related costs incurred due to the

and the steps taken to facilitate the development of

postponement, for example, increase in team size.

SCM,

Q.C.,

Secretary-General,

athletes.
It was explained that Pan Am Sports is expected
The BOA trio also talked with media personnel about

to follow suit, and the BOA Commission will be

the Olympic Games Tokyo 2020, which will now

formulating a proposal for submission to that funding

be celebrated from July 23 to August 8, 2021. It was

agency. It was further revealed that among the

revealed that with the new dates for Tokyo 2020, all

things under consideration, will be extended overseas

of the funding agencies have relaxed most of their

training camps as part of the preparation for qualifying

funding guidelines and allowed for more flexibility in

competitions.

the use of the funds. Additionally, it was indicated that
the IOC has made more funds available by increasing

While the BOA recognizes the uncertainty of the

its budget for the games by USD $10.3 million.

times, it stands ready and willing to ensure that
Barbados’ athletes are prepared to go whenever the

To receive any allocations, each NOC must submit

all-clear is given.

a proposal and Barbados, like other countries, can
benefit from the funding. To start with, the Olympic
Scholarship program has been extended until August
2021. There are currently six athletes in that program,
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Online Coaching Course and Webinars
The Barbados Olympic Association Inc. (BOA) announced in May that the Coach Theory Course of the Caribbean
Coaching Certification Programme (CCCP) would be offered online by the National Olympic Academy.
This sport general Coach Theory Course is a regional certification programme designed for coaches, sport
leaders and other persons interested in coaching. It provides an ideal foundation for sport specific technical
courses including those offered by the International Federations in collaboration with Olympic Solidarity.
Starting in July, the BOA’s National Olympic Academy (NOA) held a series of webinars to help the NOC and
local athletes get going again post COVID-19.

Webinar #1 – July 2, 2020
This first instalment was presented by communications practitioner and
lecturer at the University of the West Indies in Sports Sciences, Marsha
Boyce on the topic ‘Public Relations & Marketing in Sport - Post COVID-19
& Beyond’.

Webinar #2 – July 6, 2020
The presenters were physiotherapist Marita Marshall and professional
sports massage practitioner Stephen Scott, who delved into the topic –
‘Injury Prevention and Recovery – Management of Young Athletes’

Webinar #3 – July 17, 2020
The topic ‘College (Sports) Recruiting Guide for the Caribbean Athlete’
took centre stage as Chair of the BOA’s Athletes Commission, Anicia Wood
engaged participants on such things as eligibility requirements and
scholarships.
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Olympic Day Celebrated Online in Barbados
For over three decades International Olympic Day
has been celebrated with runs all over the world, but
the COVID-19 pandemic caused organisers to switch
things up this year. In keeping with the new norm,
here in Barbados the BOA, like other organisations
across the globe, took the activities for Olympic Day
2020, held on June 23, online with much success.
Director

of

the

Barbados

Olympic

Academy,

Vaneisha Cadogan said the NOC were prepared to
face head on the challenges presented by the social
distancing restrictions and saw the restrictions as an
opportunity to use its online platforms to reach more
stakeholders.
The activities, which started on June 15, included a
TikTok Challenge, a Greek Statue Photo Competition,
a Zoom Treasure Hunt, and an Olympic Day Workout
led by national athlete Mario Burke. There was also
an educational component and several games for
persons to play daily.

The Olympic Day 2020 Poster (Top) and the
Activities Room.

The winner of our Olympic Day 2020 Greek Statue
Photo Competition was Alex Greenidge of Barbados
Handball. The winner of the Olympic Day 2020
Zoom Treasure Hunt was Monique Archer from the
Barbados Equestrian Association. Congratulations to
the winners!!
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CACSO Creating a Digital
Communication Network
for the Region
The

Central

American

and

Caribbean

Sports

Organization (CACSO) announced the creation of a
digital communication network for the region that
includes a newscast with co-managers in all the
countries in the area.
The announcement came from President of CACSO
Luis Mejia Oviedo, during the first virtual meeting
held on June 25 on the “Zoom” platform, with
Communications
Managers

of

Directors

the

and

CACSO

Social

Network

member

Olympic

Committees.
“We want to create a channel to guarantee that the
(sports) activities of all countries are publicized,” said
Mejia Oviedo with enthusiasm, who also announced
that the next meeting would include representatives

systems of their respective NOCs have experienced,
especially in relation to social networks.
Alejandro Goycoolea, head of communications for
Panam Sports, an organization that has made a
breakthrough in communications, was one of the
speakers.

of the South American countries, as well as a member

Also participating were Juan Villaverde, from Panama;

of the IOC (International Olympic Committee).

Pamala Proverbs, Barbados; Sofia Fay, British Virgin

In the meeting that lasted almost two hours, several
exhibitors

from

various

countries

participated,

presenting the advances that the communication
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Islands; Ramón Rodríguez and Richard Bazil, for the
Dominican Republic; Melanie Culston and Tania
Burnett, Trinidad and Tobago; and Juan Guerra,
Venezuela.

Celebrating 50 Years of the Opening of the 1970
Commonwealth Games
The BOA on Friday, July 17, joined the rest
of the Commonwealth to commemorate
the 50th anniversary of the opening
ceremony of the 1970 Commonwealth
Games held in Edinburgh, Scotland.
At the inaugural games 50 years ago,
Barbados was represented by a small
team, comprising of Team Commandant
Randolph Field; Team General Manager
Steve Stoute as well as coaches and
athletes in two categories - weightlifting
and cycling.
The weightlifting coach was Delbert
Bannister and the competitors were Hal
Springer, Anthony ‘Mango’ Phillips and
William Maynard. The cycling coach/
manager as Reggie Taylor and the competitors were Hector Edwards, Walter Redman, Orlando Bates and
Colin Forde.
Anthony ‘Mango’ Philips competed in the intense 56 kg weightlifting competition where he won a silver medal.
The other two weightlifters Hal Springer and William Maynard gave a good account of themselves to place 5th
and 6th respectively.
In cycling, Hector Edwards competed in the 1000 m time trial and the match sprint, while Walter Redman,
Orlando Bates and Colin Forde competed in the 4000 m individual pursuit and the 1000 m time trial. Bates
and Forde also took part in the 10-mile scratch event.
The cycling team also made their presence felt, but unfortunately had problems adapting to the inclement
weather on a wood surface velodrome on which they were riding for the first time. Barbados placed 22nd
overall out of 42 countries that year.
Since 1970, Barbados has won a total of 10 medals at the Commonwealth Games. Two golds – Blair Blenman in
1958 (weightlifting) and Andrea Blackett in 1998 (athletics); Two Silvers – George Nicholls in 1954 (weightlifting)
and Mango Phillips in 1970 (weightlifting); Six Bronze – Anton Norris in athletics (62 and 66); Barry Forde in
cycling (1998); Junior Greenidge in boxing (2002); Anderson Emanuel in boxing (2006) and Shane Brathwaite
in athletics (2014). The BOA recognizes the contribution of all athletes, coaches and administrators that
participated in the games.
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President Sandra Osborne Joins Board of Birmingham
2022 Organising Committee

President Sandra Osborne, QC, has been appointed to the Board of the Organising Committee of the next
Commonwealth Games to be held in Birmingham, England in 2022, replacing Dame Louise Martin, President
of the Commonwealth Games Federation.
Her appointment comes on the heels of widespread criticism of the Board for its lack of diversity. Osborne
said: “First, I think that the position taken by the CGF President in stepping down shows strong leadership on
her part and signals the CGF’s commitment to living its values and I am honoured to replace Dame Louise.
Secondly, the appointment must be seen in the wider context of board governance. Having the right mix
of competencies around the board table is as important as having diverse perspectives which enrich board
deliberations and enhance effective decision-making. I hope to make a meaningful contribution to the delivery
of the Games.”
The Commonwealth Games Federation brings together 71 nations and territories and unites 2.4 billion people
across the Commonwealth Sport Movement.” The next Games are scheduled for Birmingham from July 28 to
August 8, 2022.
The BOA President already holds a number of positions in international sport. She is the Legal Adviser to the
Commonwealth Games Federation and chairs its Governance and Integrity Committee. She is Chair of the
Ethics Commission of the International Tennis Federation, and a Member of the Women in Sport Commission
of the International Olympic Committee.
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Barbadian Heads FIH Judicial Commission
Barbados may be a small island, but its people are
often known for doing big things. Such is the case
with local attorney George Bennett.
Bennett, who previously held the post of President
of the Barbados Hockey Federation, was recently
elevated

to

be

the

President

of

the

Judicial

Commission of the International Hockey Federation
(FIH) – which acts as appellate body and first instance
tribunal in disputes between members or between
members and the FIH.
Prior to becoming president, he served as a member
of the Commission and as one of the Vice-Presidents.
The duties he will be expected to carry out at the

George Bennett, newly appointed President of the

international level, will be buttressed by the previous

FIH Judicial Commission.

stints on that international body, and the experience
he has garnered serving as Co-chair of the Arbitration

highest level of administration.

Commission of the Barbados Olympic Association
(BOA) and as a member of the BOA’s Governance

“I am elated and I am proud. It is one of these positions

Commission.

that you are really grateful that the international body
would choose someone from this side of the region

He is especially pleased to serve in this new role, as the

to be head of, as that international body traditionally

appointment is an historic one. He is the first person

consists of persons from Europe and the Asia region,”

from the Latin American/Caribbean region to serve

Bennett stated.

as president of the Judicial Commission. Bennett
intends in his four-year tenure to demonstrate to the

Bennett has served for close 30 years with the Barbados

international body that persons from this part of the

Hockey Federation in various administrative roles and

hemisphere have an important role to play at the

has also captained the Barbados hockey team.
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President Osborne and BOA Director Ytannia Wiggins sharing a light Moment with Esther Maynard.

Esther Maynard, Sports Woman On A Mission
To whom much is given, much is expected. That’s
indeed the mantra Esther Maynard lives by, as she
believes that knowledge is not ours to keep and is
worth nothing unless you help pass it on to the next
generation. Such is how she has lived her life in her
roles as a successful physical education teacher at the
Alexandra School, tutor at the Barbados Community
College (BCC) and sports administrator - having served
in varying roles at the BOA over a 37-year period.
Maynard was a Director of the BOA’s Board from
1982 until 2019 when she retired. During that time
she served as Assistant Secretary, Treasurer and as
a member of several Commissions of the BOA –

Esther Maynard, BSS - Director of the BOA’s
Board from 1982 until 2019.

Technical Commission, Women in Sport Commission,

Star for her contribution to Sport in Barbados and she

Awards and Special Events Commission and the

was awarded the IAAF Plaque of Merit for meritorious

Uniforms Commission. Added to that, she has been a

service to the cause of world athletics – being only one

Course Leader and Lecturer for the Olympic Solidarity

of two women from the Pan American Region to have

Sport Organizations Courses at both basic and

received this honour. She was also inducted into the

advanced levels.

Central American and Caribbean Hall of Fame in 2010.

Her contribution has definitely not gone unnoticed,

Maynard explained that her love for physical education

as Maynard is the recipient of the Barbados Service

and sports, developed from an early age while still at
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school. Describing them as her passion, she noted that

the Amateur Athletics Association from 1974. She

the two go hand in hand – as without good physical

would go on to become the first chair of the BOA’s

education, you cannot have good sportsmen and

Women in Sport Commission. Speaking fondly of her

women. Her passion was further nurtured when she

work with the BOA, she expressed joy at seeing the

was trained as a physical education teacher in England

work done by that organisation and by extension the

at the Lady Mabel College of Physical Education. After

National Federations to facilitate funding for and the

completing her studies, and teaching for a year in

development of athletes.

England, Maynard returned to Barbados in 1971... and
the rest is history.

Maynard would also go on to become an IAAF

“It was like a pebble dropped in a pool, and the

Certification System, delivering courses throughout

ripples just kept growing wider and wider. Having

the Caribbean. She would also become a technical

set a goal and achieved it, I was looking even before

delegate in a number of competitions within the Pan

I was finished, looking for the next goal, without even

American region and at the Commonwealth Games.

Certified Lecturer for the Level 1 Technical Officials

realising what was happening. I realised in college that
I was also passionate about seeing the development

Her work in physical education and sports has also

of physical education and physical education teachers

been recognised by officials at the local and regional

in Barbados, as the opportunities were very, very few

levels, through the Esther Maynard Trophy for the

and far between for people to be trained in physical

top local official in each CARIFTA Games and the

education”.

naming of a zone at the Barbados Secondary Schools

The topic of her special study at College, what she
called a ‘mini-thesis’ was the ‘Development of Physical
Education Teachers in Barbados’, it was perhaps no

Athletics Championships after her. She is humbled by
the honors and is pleased that they can in fact be a
benefit to others, in particular the young athletes.

surprise then that Maynard would go on to become a

“Those are living, breathing things that individuals

tutor at the BCC and Head of the Physical Education

benefit from and grow. I have received a number of

Department. While there she was instrumental

accolades and awards, and appreciate that people

in developing the Associate Degrees in Physical

thought my contribution was good enough to

Education and Sports Management and a course at

recognise, but if my contribution can help other

the Erdiston Teachers’ College for physical education

people to grow and develop – that to me is far more

teachers in the primary schools.

enjoyable. I love young people and believe that they

“I remembered in the interview being asked by Dr.
Leonard Shorey where did I see this job developing
into and I didn’t hesitate, I said the training of
physical education teachers. Little did I know that
the Community College had been mandated by the
Ministry of Education to do exactly that – this was like

ought to be given opportunities to excel”.
At almost 75 years old, Maynard may be officially
retired, but she vows that as long as she is capable,
she is willing to continue to contribute to sports and
the mentorship and development of athletes.

matching a need and a driving force to take it there. I

“I work very hard at being capable – both mentally

always seem to be in the right place at the right time,”

and physically, because you cannot rest on your

she added.

laurels. If I am to maintain what I do at the BOA and

In 1982, a year after joining the staff of the BCC,
Maynard was elected to serve on the Board of the
BOA. She had previously served on the Council of

the World Body in Athletics I have to be fit - I cannot
be advocating all of these things and not doing them
myself,” she stated.
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The Sporting Fraternity Says Farewell to Two
Outstanding Sportsmen
The year 2020 has been a sad one for the sporting fraternity in Barbados, which lost two outstanding sportsmen
in the first half of the year. The community was thrust into mourning in early April with the death of this country’s
first Olympian cyclist Mr Ken Farnum, and then again in late May with the passing of Mr Ralph Johnson, GCM,
Vice President of the Barbados Olympic Association Inc.

Tribute to The Late Ken Farnum, OLY –
Barbados’s First Olympian
It was with sadness that
the

Barbados

Olympic

fraternity and indeed also
the

Barbados

community
the

Cycling

learned

untimely

of

passing

of Ken Farnum, OLY on
Saturday, April 4, 2020 at
the age of 89 due to the
complications of COVID-19.
He was Barbados’ first
Olympian.
During

the

late

1940’s

and into the 1950s’ and
early 1960’s Farnum was

Kenneth ‘Ken’ Farnum at the
1952 Helsinki Olympic Games
(Image credits: Ken Farnum, Jr)

a cycling icon, not only in
the Caribbean, but also in the United States... He dominated the local and regional cycling scene and was
virtually unbeaten in sprint events on the grass tracks of Kensington Oval in Barbados, Guaracara Park and the
Oval in Trinidad, Boda Park in Guyana and Sabina Park in Jamaica.
Farnum ruled supreme at a time when Barbados had great grass track cyclists like Gary Hoppin, Lyle Carmichael
and Dobbie Douglas. John Skinner and Vernon Parris were just emerging, and these riders would vividly recall
Farnum’s prowess.
On behalf of the Olympic fraternity, we extend sincere condolences to his family and many friends.
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Vice President, Mr Ralph Johnson, GCM.

Tribute to BOA Vice President, Ralph Johnson, GCM
The Barbados and regional sports and business

for many years, leading the review of projects and

communities were consumed with sadness on

programmes submitted by National Federations and

learning of the death of Ralph Johnson, GCM, on May

recommending disbursements of funds generated

27, 2020 at the age of 80. “Bruggadung”, as he was

by the lottery to these sporting bodies.

well-known, made an indelible contribution to the
social and business infrastructure of Barbados and

As a lover of all sport, he was the ultimate “all-rounder”,

the region.

having competed in basketball, football, water polo
and cricket. He was also an accomplished amateur

On the Olympic scene, he joined the board of The

boxer. He loved the sea and was a past President of

Barbados Olympic Association Inc as a Director in 1986

the Barbados Sailing Association and the Caribbean

and continued to serve as a director until 1992 when

Sailing Association. He represented Barbados in sailing

he was elected Vice President, a position he held up

at the Central American and Caribbean Games and

to the time of his death. He attended many Summer

also had the distinction of captaining his 34-foot yacht

and Winter Olympic Games, passionately supporting

“Bruggadung” in the ARC Trans-Atlantic Race from

Barbados and regional teams.

Gran Canaria to Bridgetown in 1989. Bruggadung was
first in the 34-foot category and the record of 17 days

Ralph Johnson played a key role in the establishment
of the Olympio Online Lotteries in 1995 which was
later consolidated into the current Barbados Lottery,
an initiative that changed the entire landscape
for Olympic sport in Barbados.

As Vice President

he chaired a number of Commissions. His passion
was the Allocations Commission, which he chaired

has not yet been eclipsed.
A national champion water skier, Ralph could also hold
his own on the ski slopes of Aspen and of his wife’s
home country of Austria. He was one of the founders
of squash in Barbados, serving as the first Treasurer of
the Barbados Squash Association, presiding over the
same from 1984 to 1987. He was the first Barbadian to
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serve as President of the Caribbean Area Squash

Whether he was playing or striving to enhance sport,

Association and for his contribution to this sport,

commerce or entertainment, Ralph fully enjoyed every

was inducted in the Barbados Squash Hall of Fame.

moment of his very full and iconic life. His generosity

Johnson was also an avid motor sport enthusiast and

and kindness were renowned; he assisted many

a spectacular driver. His exploits in the Barbados Rally

causes and individuals and through Harris Paints, he

Club and on the dirt circuits of Barbados are legendary.

sponsored numerous sports and social activities.

He also loved the sport of shooting and was a member

In 1997, he was bestowed with a Gold Crown of Merit

of the Barbados Clay Target Club, participating

by the Government of Barbados for his contribution

when his schedule permitted. A keen golfer, he was

to sports and business.

extremely proud of his son, James, a champion in
this sport. He had the opportunity to watch James

The Prime Minister of Barbados, The Honourable

represent Barbados when golf was first introduced to

Mia Amor Mottley, QC, MP, in paying tribute to Ralph

the Pan American Games in Toronto in 2015 and the

described him as a builder of Barbados; she added,

CAC Games in Vera Cruz in 2014.

“he was a Bajan by name and by nature and anyone
who knew him, knew that what you saw was what you

In the entertainment arena, Ralph Johnson played a

got with him.” Indeed, an apt description of a man

role in the success of the Merrymen of Barbados as

whose humility was paramount and who impacted

their Manager and for a time managed the local band

many lives in his unassuming and humourous, but yet

the Sand Pebbles. At the time of his death, he was

deeply thoughtful, manner. He will be sorely missed.

Chairman of Paul Enterprises, operators of restaurants
and entertainment centres.

The President, Board of Directors, Staff, and Members
of The Barbados Olympic Association Inc. extend

In business, he was one of the founders of Harris

deepest sympathies to his wife, Isabell, his children,

Paints, which soon became a household name, not

Jason, Jade, James, Tracy and Amanda, and other

only in Barbados but in many parts of the Caribbean.

family members.

At the time of his death he was Chairman Emeritus of
the Harris Group. He was also a Director of Automotive
Art.
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